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DATRON SCOUT MICRO UAV TECHNOLOGY SUPPORTS MILITARY 
INTELLIGENCE, SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE DURING 

EMPIRE CHALLENGE 2011 
 
Datron Scout Showcased “Hover and Grab” Landing, 10X Optical Zoom Camera, 

and 2.4 kilometer (1.5 mile) Mission Reach in a Harsh Environment 
 
San Diego, CA (June 15, 2011) - Datron Scout, a lightweight quad rotor Micro Air Vehicle 
(MAV) designed for air reconnaissance and surveillance in harsh environments, played an 
important role during the maritime-based portion of the recent Empire Challenge 2011 in Camp 
Lejeune, North Carolina. As a part of this event, Datron Scout was responsible for the silent 
surveillance of points of interest -- and their movements -- detected by unattended ground 
sensors and airborne assets. The Datron Scout’s success in this demonstration was highlighted by 
its:  

 “Hover and Grab” Landing: the ability to hover above a moving or stationary boat 
enabled operators to simultaneously turn the Datron Scout off and grab it out of the air 
avoiding retrieval from a water landing. 

 10X Optical Zoom Camera: with capability to detect a person from up to 1.8 kilometers 
(1.1 miles) away, the 10X optical zoom camera was vital to rapidly survey the marine 
environment and clearly identified points of interest from a hover and stare position. 

 2.4 kilometer (1.5 miles) Mission Reach: Datron Scout was sent to “clear the route” 2.4 
kilometers (1.5 miles) ahead of a command boat where it streamed video and images to 
the control center and multiple devices. 

 Harsh Environment Operation: with winds, heavy cloud cover, 36C (98F) 
temperatures and 40 percent humidity, Datron Scout performed without consequence in 
this harsh saltwater environment. 

 
Weighing only 1.17 kg. (2.6 lbs.), Datron Scout has a robust design with modular assembly and 
battery-powered brushless motors that enable it to silently “hover and stare” and follow any point 
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of interest. Its carbon-fiber rotor blades easily fly in 64 kph (40 mph) winds and gusts up to 85 
kph (53 mph), making it ideal for operation in inclement weather. Controlled from a tablet-PC, 
the Datron Scout combines a point-and-touch interface with intelligent applications for intuitive 
control and mission effectiveness – from over the hill and nighttime surveillance to the mapping 
of new territories. Tool-less assembly means an operator can launch Datron Scout into any 
environment within minutes. 

“The Empire Challenge is a ‘real life’ demonstration of ISR technologies to ensure they are 
capable of performing as they should before reaching the hands of soldiers in the field,” said 
Avery White, partner at i3 ICS. “This event showcased the flexibility, ease-of-use and ability of 
the Datron Scout to mitigate risk and provide warfighters with excellent intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnaissance capabilities – in some cases ahead of other options.” 

The annual Empire Challenge event is a joint and multinational live ISR interoperability 
demonstration sponsored by the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense, Intelligence.  
It highlighted emerging ISR capabilities and provided vital lessons learned to improve joint and 
combined ISR interoperability to support warfighters at the tactical edge. This year’s three 
priority objectives focused on interoperability between the various military services’ Distributed 
Common Ground/Surface Systems, coalition interoperability and integration of new and 
emerging sensors.   

“Participating in Empire Challenge 2011 was an honor for us and provided an opportunity to 
validate the military-grade technology behind the Datron Scout and it’s performance capabilities 
in the field,” said Chris Barter, program manager for Datron Scout. “In addition, we were able to 
train people on the core functionality of the Datron Scout while in-flight, highlighting the ease of 
use. Our goal is to save lives with this advanced technology.” 

Datron Scout will be featured at several upcoming tradeshows including: Paris Air Show (Booth 
#3-A93), AUVSI Unmanned Systems North America (Booth #2729), DSEi (Booth #1039) and 
AUSA Expo (Booth #4149). For information about the Datron Scout or to schedule a 
demonstration please contact our worldwide sales team at sales@dtwc.com. 

For more information on Empire Challenge 2011, please visit: 
http://www.jfcom.mil/about/fact_ec11.html  

 
About Datron World Communications, Inc.  
Datron World Communications Inc. delivers communications products and systems worldwide. 
The company’s offerings enable governments, security forces and commercial users worldwide 
to establish and maintain critical voice, data and video connectivity. Known for their ease-of-use 
and reliability, Datron’s products and systems are currently deployed in over 80 countries 
worldwide. Datron World Communications Inc. was established in 1971 and is headquartered in 
San Diego, California, USA. For more information, visit: www.dtwc.com. 

Datron World Communications, Inc. 
3030 Enterprise Court    Vista, CA 92081    U.S.A.   Tel +1 760.597.1500    Fax +1 760.597.1510    www.dtwc.com 

 

mailto:sales@dtwc.com
http://www.jfcom.mil/about/fact_ec11.html

